
2nd Annual  Aaron Shearer Summer Institute 

 

Faculty:  

Will Adams 

Ricardo Cobo 

Alan Hirsh 

Thomas Kikta 

Kami Rowan 

 

Festival Highlights 

 Daily hiking opportunities with easy shuttle access to park and its 

trails. 

 Private lessons  with world-class performers and teachers. 

 Group classes/workshops in the Shearer method: technique,  visu-

alization, memorization, and perfor-

mance development. 

 Guitar ensemble and orchestra. 

 Community performance opportunities. 

Join us for a week in Zion National Park, Utah for inspiring natural beauty 
and classical guitar study with world class artists and teachers. 

Zion National Park, August 1-7, 2016 

Lodgings 
 

Howard Johnson’s, St George, UT (Aug. 1) 
 

Cable Mountain Lodge (Aug. 2– 7) 

 Large rooms with Kitchenette 

 Up to 6 per room 
 

 

 

Full package: $800: 
Includes daily rehearsals, lessons and performances, 5 dinners/1 lunch, Zion National Park daily activities, hotel 
rooms in St George and Springdale (shared rooms with other students), transportation within Zion and Spring-
dale, and shuttle transportation from St George to Springdale and return to St. George.  Springdale hotel also 
includes 20% off at the nearby market and Brew Pub. 

Partial Package $600 
(same as above but no lodging):  

 

Getting to Zion 
Arrive in Las Vegas McCarran Airport and take the St. George Express Shuttle to St. George.  Participants need to 
make their own reservations. (435) 652-1100 or go to www.stgeorgeexpress.com/ Cost (subject to change) is $39 
each way or $68 round trip (there is also a special 2nd passenger deal for $19).   If you prefer not to spend the 
first night in St. George (accommodations on your own), a higher rate is available to shuttle you directly from Las 
Vegas to Springdale. 

The Aaron Shearer Foundation presents: 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g57119-d226696-Reviews-Howard_Johnson_Express_Saint_George-St_George_Utah.html
http://www.cablemountainlodge.com/
https://www.stgeorgeexpress.com/


 

 

August 1 

Arrive in Las Vegas, shuttle (on your own www.stgeorgeexpress.com/) to St. George, UT. Stay at 
Howard Johnson’s.  Dinner on your own; Continental breakfast provided.  
 

 

August 2 

Transportation provided to Springdale. Check into Cable Mountain Lodge.   
Morning orientation in Zion National Park. 
Lunch provided. 
Afternoon Symposium orientation, guitar orchestra rehearsal. 
Group dinner (provided) and evening “play-in.” 

 

August 3– August 6 

Mornings: enjoying Zion.  Lunch and breakfast on your own. 
Afternoon: Private lessons, group classes and workshops, Guitar Orches-
tra and ensembles. See Sample schedule.  
Evenings: Group dinner (provided)  and evening play-in’s and perfor-
mances (some in the Springdale Community) 

 

August 7 

Early morning transportation back to St. George to catch shuttle to Las Vegas Airport. 

 

 

 

 

Nearby Food and supplies: 

Canyon Market Zion Canyon Brew Pub Deep Creek Coffee Zion Adventure  

Company 

Me Me’s   Thai Sapa Café Soleil More options 

- Itinerary - 

https://www.stgeorgeexpress.com/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/canyon-market-springdale
http://www.zionnationalpark.com/directory/zion-canyon-brew-pub/
http://www.yelp.com/biz/deep-creek-coffee-co-springdale
http://www.zionadventures.com/zion-narrows/rental-equipment/
http://www.zionadventures.com/zion-narrows/rental-equipment/
http://www.memescafezion.com/
http://thaisapa.tripod.com/
http://cafesoleilzionpark.com/
http://www.discoverourtown.com/UT/Springdale/Dining-2263.html


Aug 2 10:00 Zion Orientation  

 12:00 Lunch provided  

 2:30 pm Room check-in – orientation, guitar orchestra  

 6:00 pm Dinner   

 7:00 pm Play-in   

Aug 3 7:30 am –1:00 pm Zion Canyon hiking time, Lunch on your own  

 1:00-3:30 pm Technique Class, Performance Development, Visualization Classes, 

Sight Reading 

Private 

Lessons 

 3:30-5:30 pm Guitar Orchestra TBA 

 6:00 pm Dinner   

 7:00 pm - Play-in/performance/evening practice or ensemble rehearsal  

Aug 4 7:30 am –2:00 pm Zion Canyon hiking time, Lunch on your own  

 2:00-5:00 pm Technique Classes, Performance Development, Visualization Classes, 

Sight-reading, Memorization 

Private 

Lessons 

 5:00-7:00 pm Guitar Orchestra TBA 

 7:00 pm Dinner  

 8:00- pm- Teacher’s Roundtable Discussion  

Aug 5 7:30 am –1:00 pm Zion Canyon hiking time, Lunch on your own  

 1:00-3:30 pm Technique Classes, Performance Development, Visualization Classes, 

Sight-reading, Memorization, Learning the Fingerboard 

Private 

Lessons 

 3:30-5:30 pm Guitar Orchestra TBA 

 6:00 pm Dinner   

 7:00  pm- Community performance   

Aug 6 7:30 am –1:00 pm Zion Canyon hiking time, Lunch on your own  

 1:00-3:30 pm Technique Classes, Performance Development, Visualization Classes, 

Sight-reading, Memorization, Learning the Fingerboard 

Private 

Lessons 

 3:30-5:30 pm Guitar Orchestra TBA 

 6:00 pm Dinner   

 7:00 pm- Community Performance  

 Sample Daily Activity Schedule 

(subject to change) 

Home 



Shearer Summer Institute 2016 
Print out and mail this application with a $100 deposit (or full amount) to:* 

The Aaron Shearer Foundation 
P.O. Box  62011 , Pittsburgh, PA 15241 

(checks made out to the Aaron Shearer Foundation) 

Who is eligible to apply? 
Any classical guitar student from high-school level to adult may apply.  At the very minimum, students should have a solid foun-

dation in music reading and technique in the guitar’s open position.  

 
Application  
 
Name___________________________________________Age:    Under 18 18 or over 
(Complete the PARENTAL/LEGAL GUARDIAN PERMISSION FORM if you are under the age of 18)* 

 

Address:________________________________City: ___________________________________ 

State:__________________________________Zip:___________________Phone:______________________________________

E-mail address________________________________   

 

Package Options (select one): 
 

Full Package–$800 ($100 deposit due at application)  
Includes daily rehearsals, lessons and performances, 5 dinners/1 lunch, Zion National Park daily activities, hotel rooms in St 
George and Springdale (shared rooms with other students)*, transportation within Zion and shuttle transportation from St 
George to Springdale and return to St. George.  Springdale hotel also includes 20% off at the nearby market and Brew Pub. 



Partial Package—$600  ($100 deposit due at application)  
Summer Institute only - includes daily rehearsals, lessons and performances, 5 dinners,/1 lunch, Zion National Park daily 
activities, transportation for all Institute activities (all lodgings on your own). 

 

Teacher package—$400 ($100 deposit due at application)  
If you are a teacher and bring a minimum of 5 students, you qualify for 50% discount off the full package. Please indicate the 
institution where you teach and how many students you will bring:  

 
 
 
Guitar Orchestra Music (select your preferences): 

 
    1st Choice  2nd Choice  3rd Choice 

Guitar I (Hardest)       

Guitar II (Intermediate)           

Guitar III (Easy)            

Guitar IV (Medium easy)           

Guitar V (Intermediate)          

 
 

Home 



PARENTAL/LEGAL GUARDIAN PERMISSION FORM 
FOR THE SHEARER SUMMER INSTITUTE 2016 

 

If your child is under the age of 18 and you would like them to participate in the Shearer Summer Institute, please complete and sign the 
following statement of consent and release of liability with your application.  As parent, or legal guardian, you remain fully responsible 
for any legal responsibility which may result from any personal actions taken by the named student. 

 
I hereby consent to have my child,     , participate in the Shearer Summer Institute.  I understand that this event 
will involve hiking in Zion National Park and that my child will be under the supervision of the designated staff during the symposium.  I 
further consent to the rooming arrangement as well as the method of transportation as stated in the symposium brochure. 

 
I give permission for my child, in case of an emergency, to be taken to a physician or hospital by symposium staff personnel.  I under-
stand that every effort will be made to contact me.  If I cannot be reached, however, I hereby give permission to the physician selected 
by the staff in charge or adult chaperone(s) to hospitalize and secure proper treatment (including surgery) for my son/daughter. 

 
 
              

           Parent’s or Legal Guardian’s Signature                            Date 

 

 

              

            Health Insurance Policy Name:                    Policy Number 

 

        

            Emergency Contact person  

 

                 ____________________ 

                      Phone number                                 E-mail 

Home 

Transportation Options (select one): 
 

Flying into Las Vegas and staying the first night in St. George and take the shuttle from St. George to Zion (free). 
 

Driving directly to Springdale (first activity begins on Tuesday, Aug. 2) 

 
Food Options (select one): 
 

Non-vegetarian               Vegetarian Other (please specify) 

 
IMPORTANT:  Upon receiving this application, you will be e-mailed a preliminary confirmation.   However, Airline Travel Arrange-

ments should not be made until you receive a second e-mail to confirm the event.   If the number of participants is insufficient to sus-
tain the event, your payment will be refunded in full. 
 

*each room has 2 double beds and 1 wall bed which can accommodate up to 6 per room.  Different accommodations (either 2 OR 3 STU-
DENTS per room) are available at a higher cost to the participant.   
 
For more information on the Summer institute contact  info@aaronshearerfoundation.org 
 

mailto:info@aaronshearerfoundation.org?subject=Room%20accommodations


Ricardo Cobo  

Widely regarded as one of the leading virtuosos of the new Classic Guitar generation, Ricardo Cobo gave his professional 
debut with the Orquesta Filarmónica de Bogotá at age seventeen on a nationwide telecast for an audience of over nine 
million people. Celebrated for his passionate and mesmerizing performances worldwide, he is in high demand as soloist, 
chamber musician, lecturer and recording artist. Mr. Cobo’s versatility can be heard in his award-winning solo recordings of 
classical and children’s music – Tales for Guitar -ESSAY, Brouwer Solo Works-NAXOS and Guitar Lullaby- Ellipsis Arts, as well 
as his orchestral and crossover recordings in collaborations with jazz and classical musicians- Café 1930 with Marc Gould-
Angel/EMI and Walking on the Water -ESSAY/Allegro. His Guitar Lullaby CD, currently on its third printing, was awarded the 
American Library Association’s highest recognition for children’s music as well as a Parent’s Choice Award and is widely re-
garded as one of the finest classical guitar audio experiences on CD. The enormous success of the Lullaby series also show-

cases Cobo on Papa’s Lullaby, Mediterranean Lullaby and Latin Lullaby. His world premiere recording of Leo Brouwer’s Guitar Concertos 3 & 4 (ESSAY CD 
1040) has been called “compelling- a recording that cannot be too highly recommended and will not be bettered for some time to come.” -Fanfare. His 
most recent recording, Guitar Music From Latin America, is available on NAXOS (8.557 329) and includes Cobo’s remarkable arrangements of Latin 
American standards. This year’s releases include Festival Latino with flutist Alex Hawley on the Cambria label and Acrílicos , a collection of new music 
from living Cuban authors. 

Cobo’s affinity and deep connection with Leo Brouwer’s music is apparent in both his recordings and live performances under the composer’s own ba-
ton. Cobo played the historic American Premiere of his Concerto de Toronto during the closing program at the Guitar Foundation of America’s Interna-
tional Festival 2000 with the San Antonio Symphony to critical acclaim: “Cobo’s performance, was characterized by generosity of spirit, to say nothing of 
knockout virtuosity. His playing was extrovert, lyrical, and rhythmically alive,” said the San Antonio Express-News. Cobo and Brouwer previously ap-
peared as special guests with Les Violons du Roy performing his 3rd. Concerto at the Domaine Forget in Quebec as part of an all-Brouwer festival. Equal-
ly in demand during the summer season, Mr. Cobo has performed in Germany’s International Guitarrefestpiele in Nurtingen, Duquesne University’s 
International Guitar Week in Pittsburgh, the National Guitar Workshop in CT, the Alirio Díaz (1990, Gold Medal Winner) and Rodrigo Riera International 
Festivals in Venezuela, the International Festivals of Morelia, Tijuana, Culiacán, Saltillo, and Festival Paracho in Mexico, the Caramoor Festival in New 
York, Le Domaine Forget in Canada and most recently at Colorado’s Strings in the Mountains. He has been guest Artist-in-residence at many universities 
including Temple University in Philadelphia, Stetson University in Florida, Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, North Carolina School of the Arts and cur-
rently at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas.  Mr. Cobo chairs the classical guitar department at UNLV and is founder and artistic director of the Gui-
tar Las Vegas/Allegro Guitar Series hosted at UNLV’s Doc Rando Concert Hall. Click for more information. 

Home 

Kami Rowan  

Dr. Rowan has taught at Guilford College in Greensboro, NC since 1993. Her success has resulted in a nationally recognized 
guitar program within a liberal arts context.  Her duties include directing the guitar program, teaching majors and ensemble, 
and teaching academic courses such as: Music Appreciation, Music & Contemporary Culture, The Byrne Experience, and Guitar 
Pedagogy & Literature. The Guilford College Guitar Ensemble received 1st and 3rd prizes at the Brownsville Texas Guitar Ensem-
ble Festival and Competition in 2011. The ensemble has also performed in Virginia, Illinois, South Carolina, Georgia, Ireland, and 
Texas. Kami is also the faulty advisor for the Guilford College radio station, WQFS, which was ranked 6th in the nation among 
college stations. The WQFS Practicum class was designed and implemented by Kami to support the station. 

Kami guides students in the process of finding themselves through the guitar. She sees art as a tool for expression, self-
awareness, and change. Kami also teaches a strong foundation of technique, which allows greater access to musicality and in-
terpretation. She challenges each student to look within to find their strengths and improve their weaknesses.  Kami completed 

her Doctorate of Musical Arts and Master of Music degrees in performance at Shenandoah Conservatory of Shenandoah University under the tutelage of 
Dr. Glenn Caluda. Dr. Rowan also studied with the renowned Aaron Shearer, at North Carolina School of the Arts, in Winston-Salem, NC, where she re-
ceived her Bachelor of Music in performance.  

Kami is currently the president of two non-profit musical organizations in the Greensboro area—Music for a Great Space, and the Piedmont Classic Guitar 
Society. These professional organizations provide the Piedmont community educational and quality performance opportunities under Kami’s leadership. 
Additionally, she has been a clinician and adjudicator for many guitar festivals and competitions on the east coast, including the Beatty Competition, 
Rantucci Guitar Competition, Appalachian State Festival & Competition, Music Academy of NC Festival & Competition, Loudoun County Schools All-County 
Guitar Festivals, and the Hawaii International Conference on Arts & Humanities. Kami is also VP of Outreach on the board of Directors of the Aaron Shear-
er Foundation—a non-profit organization working to preserve the work of the prestigious pedagogue Aaron Shearer. Dr. Rowan enjoys composing and 
performing, and is currently a member of two bands/ensembles that play in the Greensboro area. Further, she loves to vacation as often as possible, bike, 
hike, and engage in any adventures she can find to during her free time. 

About the Faculty 

http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/tales-for-guitar/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/guitar-lullaby/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/guitar-lullaby/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/papas-lullaby/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/mediterranean-lullaby/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/latin-lullaby/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/leo-brouwer-guitar-concertos-nos-3-4/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/albums/latin-american-guitar-music/
http://www.ricardocobo.com/biography/


Thomas Kikta 

As a musician, producer, professor and author Thomas Kikta is a versatile artist who has been the director of 
Classic Guitar and Recording Arts and Sciences at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA. for over twenty five years. 
A native of Pittsburgh, he studied Classic Guitar performance with Aaron Shearer at both the Peabody Conservato-
ry and at the North Carolina School of the Arts. He has performed around the country and for such dignitaries as 
Maya Angelou and Toni Morrison and has worked with such artists as Ricardo Cobo, and Manuel Barrueco.  

After working closely with Aaron Shearer for over 28 years he with Mr. Shearer co-authored the 3rd edition of the 
best-selling and benchmark work Classic Guitar Technique Vol 1 published by Alfred Publications, which was nomi-

nated for “Best Instructional Book or Video for 2009” by Music and Sound Retailer. He was invited to write The Complete Idiots Guide to 
Classical Guitar Favorites which was published by Alfred Publications in 2010. This work provides supplementary lessons to 30 favorite selec-
tions for a student working with a method book. In 2012, along with composer Alan Hirsh, Thomas co-edited, and produced videos and 
audio for the three-volume Alfred Music publications—The Shearer Method: Classical Guitar Foundations, Classical Guitar Developments, 
and Learning the Fingerboard, a work representing Shearer’s lifetime culmination of thought on how the guitar should be taught. 

As a co-founder and Board Chairman of the Guitar Society of Fine Arts, Pittsburgh audiences have enjoyed a decade of world-class guitar 
music as well as free music lessons for underprivileged children. Thomas Kikta along with members of the Shearer family have founded the 
Aaron Shearer Foundation, an organization dedicated to preserving and propagating the teachings and legacy of this revolutionary guitar 
pedagogue. 

Home 

Alan Hirsh 

Well known as composer, arranger, guitarist, and music educator, Alan began his collaboration with Aaron Shearer back 
in the 1980’s, writing music for the  ground-breaking 1988 three-volume method series: Learning the Classic Guitar pub-
lished with Mel Bay.   Since then he has continued his collaboration with Aaron (along with Thomas Kikta) as composer 
and editor of the three-volume Alfred Music publications—The Shearer Method: Classical Guitar Foundations, Classical 
Guitar Developments, and Learning the Fingerboard,. 

Alan received his Bachelor’s in Composition from the University of Arizona studying with Robert Muczynski and his Mas-
ters and Doctorate from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins University studying with Vladimir Ussachevsky 

and Jean Eichelberger Ivey.  He currently resides in North Carolina where he works as Music Director and Fine Arts Department Chair at 
Bishop McGuinness High School, teaching Orchestra, Chorus, AP Music Theory, Recording Studio/Composition, Beginning Guitar and 
Honors Guitar Ensemble    Under Alan’s direction, the Bishop McGuinness guitar ensemble has enjoyed the distinction of performing 
throughout North Carolina as well as at prestigious festivals such as the Winston-Salem GFA symposium, Appalachian Guitarfest at ASU, 
Guitarganza at UNCG,  the Long Island Guitar Festival, and the Songe d’été en Musique  in Quebec.  Alan also teaches guitar at Wake 
Forest University, and is the founder and director of the Piedmont Guitar Orchestra, one of the few guitar-society supported ensembles 
in the country.  He actively directs festival guitar orchestras around the country, such as the US/Mexico Guitar Orchestra at GFA 2000 
and Southwest Guitar Festivals, the Appalachian Guitarfest Orchestra, Guitarganza Orchestra, and the Long Island Guitar Festival Or-
chestra. Alan serves as Vice president of the Piedmont Classic Guitar Society and Vice President of Education in the Aaron Shearer Foun-
dation. He remains active as a composer, having written and arranged extensively for orchestra, band, chorus, guitar and guitar ensem-
ble.  Alan’s most recent guitar commissions include the Harrisdale Concerto for Guitar Orchestra, Violin, Saw, and Solo Guitar, Nunc 
Dimittis and Lullay Carol for Guitar Orchestra and Choir, and November for Guitar and Pipa (performed by virtusoso Liu Fang).  Alan’s 
many other guitar works include publications of Twenty Etudes in fixed Positions, New Music for Classic Guitar, Trio Concertino, Holiday, 
Folk, Sacred, and Renaissance Collections for guitar ensemble, as well as an extensive online catalogue of guitar ensemble music 
(guitarensemblemusic.com) which reaches to guitarists around the world. 

Will Adams 

Will Adams holds an MA from The American University in Washington DC. He studied, post-graduate, with Mr. Shearer from 1982-1987. A 
popular pedagogical philosopher, he has incorporated Shearer's Principles of Learning into what he calls, "Academic Disassembly." He 
now teaches corporations how to break down problems into their essential elements and use aim directed processes to solve those prob-
lems. Besides being a popular jazz player, sound designer, and voice-over artist, he is considered one of the foremost experts on Mr. 
Shearer's mental techniques. Zion represents a rare opportunity to pick this pedagogue's brain on everything from monetizing your craft 
to aim-directed career building.  


